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Aug. 9 should
be remembered

Richland’s role in the World War II effort is signif-
. icant and deserves a fitting commemoration.

The Richland City Council has rejected a joint .
proposal for the B Reactor Museum Association and
World Citizens for Peace, but spokesman Jim Stof-
fels said they are not giving up.

The city should reconsider its position and be
involved in commemorating something thatissucha
part of the history not just of Richland but the entire
Mid-Columbia. :

It would be a shame ifthe 50th anniversary of the
U.S. bombing of Nagasaki, an act which helped end
the war, passed without a meaningful marker. Han-
ford produced the plutonium for that bomb. j

Itis alegacy the community must remember and
deal with, particularly as the community struggles to
make sure the mess left from 50 years of plutonium
- production is cleaned up.

This should be neither an apology nor a celebra-
tion, except perhaps to honor the healing that has
occurred in the United States-Japan relationship
and a commitment to furthering peace.

Aug. 9,1995, should not go unobserved.
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Richland remains opposed
to Japanese sister city idea
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Fifty years after Hanford plutoni-
um was used in the atomic bomb
dropped on Nagasaki, Richland offi-
cials say they remain opposed to
establishing a sister city relationship
with the Japanese city.

Jim Stoffels, a longtime peace
activist and a spokesman for the B
Reactor Museum Association and
World Citizens for Peace, wants the
Richland City Council to hold a pub-
lic hearing on the organizations’
joint proposal, which includes creat-
ing a sister city relationship with the
district of Nagasaki destroyed by the
bomb on Aug. 9, 1945.

The other parts of the plan are to
convert B Reactor to a museum,
develop a museum for a proposed
cultural center and build a peace
parkinJohn Dam Plaza.

Stoffels plans on Monday to ask for
the public hearing, but Mayor Jim
Hansen said it won’t have a place on
the council agenda.

The council rejected holding a
public hearing to debate the idea
when'Stoffels proposed it at aJan. 23
nieeting, and some council members
say that’s all the discussion the sub-
ject merits.

“We already had a council meting
and voted not to support it,”
Hansen said Wednesday. “Unless 1
get a council member or two calling
me and saying, ‘Put it on the agen-
da,’ Idon’t see why we should put it
back on the agenda to reconsider
an item which we’ve already said
‘No’to.”

Stoffels said he has spoken with
community groups in the past three
months, and people have been
receptive.

“For heaven’s sakes, let’s hold a
public hearing and talk about this,”
he told the Tri-City Herald editorial
board Tuesday. “With every group
we’ve talked to, the response has
been overwhelmingly positive.”

Councilman Larry Haler said he
supports the idea of amuseum devot-
ed to the Manhattan Project, the
wartime effort to build the atomic
bomb, and the role of Tri-Cities in it.

“But for me, a public hearing—I'm
still stuck on the point that they’re
asking us to apologize,” he said of the
sister city proposal. “They may think
it’s not coming out that way but to me,
as an elected official, that’s what it’s
sounding like.”

Ed Frost of World Citizens For
Peace said the presentation has not
changed since January, but there

have been greater efforts to get com-
munity support.

“T don’t think Jim’s mission has
been to go down to city hall and stir
up alotof people,” he said.

Del Ballard, secretary of the B
Reactor Museum Association, said
the interpretive center in the city
enjoys public support.

His group has endorsed the peace
park and sister city relationship pro- .
posal, but said the two plans are sep-
arate projects. 5

Hansen said he believes the two
ideas have been presented in a way
that-alters the intent of the interpre-
tive center.

“I see it more as focusing our histo-
ry and trying to mend a relationship
with the people of Nagasaki,” he
said. “I don’t think that is something
the people of this community are
responsible for doing.”

Stoffels said he still plans to bring
the issue up Monday, during the por-
tion of the meeting available for pub-
lic comment on issues not on the
agenda. -

“You can’t change the nature of the
idea,” he said. *“The council mem-
bers have not reflected a position
we’ve seen in the community. The
only thing we’ve really been asking
foristo allow the city to be heard.”
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