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!‘lgurp 1. Schematic diagram of a
300-Kiloton thermonuclear Birthda

cake for Janet Galore before
detonation. Concentric spheres near the
top make up the primary system, or fis-
sion trigger. The rest is the secondary
system.

Figure 2. [ 1p¢ figile cq‘(e is squeezed to
more than double its normal density, going
supercritical. Neutrons fired from a high-
voltage vacuum tube start a chain reaction
in the fissile material. The chain reaction
concentrates first in the fast-fissioning
Plutonium-239 (ChKe.

of the third stage. A fireball begins to
develop....




