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-~ Imagine a Hanford laboratory
becoming a sound stage for Holly- y
wood movies. “

That’s a stretch — perhaps evena
far reach — but a sound stage for
the “entertainment industry” and

_a broad range of other uses are

being considered for the 240,000-
square-foot Fuels and ‘MaferlaE
Exammatlon Facility, which was }

Press .| built a decade ago to support the §

iftsa |- United States’ breeder reactor

llam | -program.

ks The Department of Energy has:
put FMEF on the market and is
nder advertising for companies to buy or
yran--| lease one of.Hanford’s most con-

-|:.spicuous whxte :elephants,” — or

upby | “oneofthe’ site’s most sophisticated

\mer- | state-of-the . art' buildings —

4 . Photo oourtesy Department of Energyv
‘¢Sys- | depending on your viewpoint. The Fuels and Matenals Examination Facility (FMEF), in foreground,
.| Construction began in the late Was completedin 1984, but never used for its purpose as a fuel exper-
),flso-g |- 1970s. DOE’s plan was to use the iments laboratory.-Today, FMEF, which sits adjacent to the Fast Flux
;'Osi?ip" laboratory for fuel experiments for Test Facility, in background, is for sale. - g

. [ breeder reagfor tech: —became an expensive reminder few uses. And now FFTF also has

lifting -
nology program., ¢ ofthis nation’s ablhty to change its beenshutdown. i
weight | - I?uét‘lilebreetckilerfprogramAvéascan- political mind. ' - The still brand-new FMEF con- |
ce CQOUTINE NE heasan sl - tains such things as process hot |

Solings tration,and FMEF —like the adja-. Foryears, FFTF had other chores & P !
“cent Fast Flux Test Facility (FFTF) to do for Hanford, but FMEF had Please see FMEF, Page A2 > » (
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and fulfilled.

You might not find Republicans

were running i the drizzle.

'FMEF

Continued from Page A1

cells, nondestructive examination
' facilities, repair and maintenance
areas and a long list of additional
features that are being offered to
would-be users.

The building sits 98 feet above
ground —which equals a seven-story
office building — and 35 feet below
ground, with an attached mechani-
cal equipment wing on the west side,
and an entry wing across the south
" side.

DOE and Westinghouse Hanford Co.,
. the department’s prime contractor at
~ Hanford, believe FMEF too valuable
with too many potential uses to

become the target of a wrecking ball.

*  So, Westinghouse is trying to gener-
ate interest from throughout the
nation and even the world. Z

“We want to transfer this facxlity to
commercial use to help reduce Han-
ford’s mortgage and aid the diversifi-
. cation of the local economy,” said
. Westinghouse - President LaMar
Trego. :

lars to the cleanup program where it

addition, there are firms who could
use FMEF to support the nuclear
industry,” he said. - //j, Z’ S MY {

“Butinquiries have also come t'o us
from industries we never . exam-
ined,” he explained. Although
Minette declined to be more specific,
he said one such inquiry has come
from the “entertainment industry,”
which is looking for a permanent
facility for a sound stage.

And, that’s not as far-fetched as it
may sound. A reactor in South Caroli-
naisnow being used as amovie studio.

Also, there has been interést from
the “gemstone industry.” :

“I'm not sure who the final user
will be, but it looks like we have a
wide variety of choices,” Minette

added. “The purpose here isto find/~ “We believe in miracles ..
e(‘ make this happen,” Miller said.

out what opportunities are out ther
and how we can use this buildingas a
asset for the government, DOE and
this community,” he said.

FMEM \yon’t come close to sellmg'

is needed most and eliminate tax- | f"

payer funding for a building we no .| o
longer need but have been spendmg B

money to malntam,” headded. .

Westinghouse put FMEF on the’f

market earlier this month, askmg for

“expressxons of interest” until the:
end of April, after which Westing- |
- house and DOE will meet with those |
who are interested to discuss defaxls,_

'Already, there has been awide:
‘range of interest, said Mlke l\qigette
' "of Westmghouse e :
" ““We're looking forllght mdg trial
or heavy industrial uses. We age tars:

getmg manufacturing, chenuc%pro- :

“ Lessingor gb;araceutmalmse d,.m

whi ‘othe west Sowet :
forces dnve the Germans from Lt
Altdamm, thelr last stronghold

Source: *2194 Days of War,'
Publishers Inc' “World, Alm_anac Bogleof World
War ﬂ Blson Bq losSo' :

FIFTY YEARS AGO TODAY

+“This will help direct scarce dol- |~

for the $200 million 1t cost.

The sale price will “depend inpart
on what someone wants to do with -
the bulldmg, with how much it
impactsthe site, what sort of special _
things we'd have todo and how many
jobsitwould bring,” Minette added.

The sale or lease won’t happen

. overnight. From nine months to two

years is the estimate.

Is it realistic any private firm
would be willing to buy or lease
FMEF?

Minette and the marketing and
management team of Gary Miller.
and Jim Steffen think so. Legislation
passed lastyear gives DOE authority
to transfer, sell or lease assets to
commercial firms, - =
.we can )

Sunday’s question:
Is Schindler’s List too graphicto -
be shown in high'school?

Readers’ responses:

Today’s question:

_ Should weight lifting be banned in
prisons? Story, Page A1.

It's Your Call is a feature that
gauges readers’ responses to
topical questions.

To use the system, dial the main
inTouch number, 736-7000, and
enter the four-digit code 8683 on
your Touch-Tone phone. Push 1

_ tovoteyes and2 tovote ro. Votes
“are talhed at8p.m. AN
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