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Jm
Sorry for such a short errail .. i'mdead tired and its alrost 1200 .

| thought your talk was great ... and | will help you achieve your goal in any way | resonably can .. both
because i consider you a good friend .. and also because | really believe in what you are doing ..

How about lunch / coffee this Monday ?
cheers

Mark

>Dear Mark,

>

>Thanks for corring to rry talk at the National Museumof Science and
SIndustry yesterday. The janred slide projector dirrinished the strength of
>y presentation sorre what, especially as | have it organised so the
Sleft-hand slide rmakes the “point” and the right hand one the “supporting
>point’, and that threw e a bit, but | hope it introduce you sornewhat to
>the art | have made and what I’'mabout Overall, it went pretty well.

>

>And I'mabout as dissatisfied with the hand-out | passed out on the 18th
>as | was with the much shorter version | enailed you last week. Now it
>seemto long and flowery. As | said..words are but a second language to
>rre. And again | would be nost appreciative of any and all conmrents,
>criticisrrs and observations you rright have. Conre hell or high water, |
>really hope to see you once nore before | leave early on the 25 th. Itis
Sirportant that | can express in words what | want to do, and what ny
Ssculpture is about, and your background (and your wife's) is an invaluable
>soundiing board for rre. As | asked, please be nuthless.

>

>Vly nreeting with the NMSI personal, after rry presentation, seerred to go
Spretty well. They don't have much of a grasp of nuclear issues or
Sprocesses, but their hearts ssemto be in the right place and would like ne
>to collaborate with themon their three-year contract to revanp BNFL's
>visitor's centre. This nright be ny key for getting in the door, to nake

Sthe significant art that is so inportant to rre, sonewhere down the

>road I'll keep you posted

>

SAlthough | have a draft (fong-handed..the way | alnost always start the
>outline of a letter) to Sinon Franklin at CONSORT Reactor at Siwood Park
>Carrpus going, I'mreally not sure what to say. | think I'll just say hello

>and leave it atthat

>

>Dave Wark, ny physicist fiend who | introduced you to at iy talk at NMS|,
>is at RAL and has a spalation source at the ISIS accelerator that gives
sultra-cold neutrons. It is very low flux, but ega-bams for blackening
>Technetium and he figures | could transrute 100 atorrs per square
>centirretre per second on a test foil. I'mmeeting with himonce nore
Shefore | leave London and we'll try and refine the nunters. | would still
>need an ‘Unbrella” entity for making the sculpture and keeping nryself
>afloat in UK during the work. Possibly an Attist-in-Residency at Oxford
>University would kring in the noney but they don't have anything like the
>shop facilities at Inperial College’s Blackett Lab. Well Mark details,
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>all details that will have to be worked out (didn’t soneone say; “The devil
Sis in the cetails.™?).

>

> can't help but think | haven’t conre this far, with such a good idea, to
>not have it work out Also, once, we talked about using one of Inrperial’s
>AmBe neutron sources (under your custodialship) and | haven't ruled
=anything out..but | ask you to think carefully about doing sorrething like
>that | certainly wouldn't want you to corre to any grief in helping e
>create this art, and when | do create it, it will draw publicity, perhaps

>not all good. | know you renrerrber that meeting with Sinon Franklin in
>Penney Labs in Septernber, '99. Sinon was far-sighted to foresee that nry
>Tc¢ >Ru could cause himtrouble. I'mnot asking you anything now Mark, |
Sjust want you to think about it, in case | ask down the road Andas a
>personal aside, as a young art student in 1961, | could never have inagined
>writing a letter like this to you.

>

>Corring and going fromIC and NMSI I've been watching for a good coffee
>spot, to replace our traditional one, now closed, but to no avail. | guess
>our next rreeting will be over tea.

>

>Looking forward to seeing you Monday or Tuesday, if we can work it out, so
Set rre know your schedule. | would like to get back to say goodbye to ny
>shop-ates at Blackett and perhaps one nrore personal visit with the NMSI
>teamleader on the BNFL contract, Ms Louis Fitton, would be wise.

>

>Meanwhile, all best,

>

>JimAcord

Mark Ransay
College Radliaton Protection Manager

(Out of Office enail address)
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